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YTLS to have Public Train Rides. Riverside 

Park will be focal point  

The Yuma Territory Live 

Steamer will be offering 

public train rides once a 

month this fall. The first 

weekends of October, No-

vember, and December we 

will be at Riverside Park be-

low the Yuma Territorial 

Prison. We will set up our 

portable track to show the 

citizens of the Yuma area 

what we offer.  

  While at Riverside Park we 

will also be promoting our 

fundraising program. We are 

offering a Buy -A-Tie option 

to help us raise the funds 

needed to buy the track, 

ties, screws, nuts, and bolts 

needed to build the train 

station and yard facilities.  

There will be two separate catego-

ries of Buy-A-Tie. Our standard 

option is called the ñGandy 

Dancerò. The other option is for 

corporate donors and is called 

ñGolden Spikeò. More informa-

tion regarding these categories is 

in this newsletter. 

 

We will also have membership 

drives and be building more 

track sections during our opera-

tions. We hope to mobilize our 

list of volunteers who have indi-

cated an interest in helping us.  

The Yuma County Fair was a 

major event for us. Instead 

of a display in a corner of 

the Theatre Building we were 

going to set up our portable 

track near the Midway. We 

had to lay our track on a hill-

side and skirt around several 

trees while keeping the track 

aligned. Laying a firm road-

bed required enormous ef-

fort by all members. We had 

to span the wells around sev-

eral trees and provide a 

smooth grade to the higher 

elevation, then back down to 

the bottom.  

We also had to include our switch 

for a siding and find a way to 

bring our rolling stock in without 

driving over our track. Chuck 

Finnila brought in small gravel 

that we used for our roadbed, but 

still we had to augment that with 

cinder block and wood beams in 

the worst areas along the hillside.   
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A special thanks to all 

members. 
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As a group we first met October of 

2007. Yuma Territory Live Steamers, 

Inc. was incorporated in January 2008. 

The club applied for, and received its 

501 (C) (3) non-profit status in Septem-

ber of 2008.  

Last year we purchased track, riding 

cars, and motive power to pull the riding 

cars. In January of 2009 we purchased 

liability insurance to cover our opera-

tions.  

We have been working diligently to se-

cure a location for our permanent facili-

ties. We have talked with the Bureau of 

Land Management, Yuma County and the 

City of Yuma regarding possible venues.  

 

Buy -A -Tie   òGandy Danceró 

The òGandy Danceró categories 

of our Buy-A-Tie  fundraising is 

a railroad tie that is made from 

recycled plastics. On this tie we 

will engrave the name of your 

choice into the tie. These ties will 

be used on our yard and station 

facilities. The cost of this tie is 

$50.00.  

When we start building our sta-

tion and yard area these ties will 

be placed in the area and a map 

will be created to help people to 

locate their ties.  

We used planks on top of cinder blocks 

to span the tree wells and filled it with 

the gravel. We shimmed the track all 

around with varying sized wood on the 

uneven ground and did our best to main-

tain level grade all the way around.  

It was a dry spring and we had no access 

to water from hose or spigot. Kent Cor-

coran, Sr. improvised a sprinkler from a 

plastic cup and 5 gallon water bottles. 

With this he watered the embankment 

to hold the gravel together. The gravel 

actually hardened to a crust and held 

firm for the most part. Three times a 

day we inspected the grade of the track 

and adjusted as necessary.  

The grade was a problem for our Fair-

mont speeder when pulling passengers, 

but we were thankful to have leased 

Dale Gilesõs diesel locomotive. It worked 

like a champ after being cooped up in a 

trailer for too long.  
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We were invited by the Boy Scouts of 

America top participate in their Expo on 

Transportation in February of 2009. We 

spent the entire month of January re -

working our track and enlarging the ra-

dius of our curved sections at Dale Giles 

shop. We also repaired one of our 

switches. We spent one day before the 

event to test our curve section align-

ment and tested it with our flatcar.  

The Expo was held at the West Wet-

lands Park on February 7 th . We began 

assembling our track early that morning 

with the help from volunteers from the 

RV Park were Leonard Houpt stays at. 

We put up a shade canopy for a station 

area and sales of shirts and hats. We 

made sure to secure it from the winds 

should they kick up.  

Although we were prepared for weather 

events forecasted, the scouts did not 

get around to securing their canopies. 

When the rain came in, many things 

were getting blown around. With the 

rains, the Scouts pulled stakes from the 

park and moved to the grounds of the 

LDS church. We had no choice but to 

stay as we had already advertised we 

would be there. It was good that we did 

since many people came by looking for 

the Scouts since there was to be a Tri -

Tip dinner. We were able to direct those 

people to the church. The rain was short 

lived that morning. We stayed until the 

second round of rain started to move in 

around 2pm. We gained a lot of experi-

ence at that event  

Buy -A -Tie   òGolden Spikeó 

The òGolden Spikeó category of 

our Buy-A-Tie  fundraising is a 

pair if railroad ties doubled to-

gether. These ties are made from 

recycled plastics. The pair of ties 

will have a metal plate engraved 

with the name of the donor. Also 

the rail will be held to the tie us-

ing metal tie plates. This category 

is designed for the donor who 

would like a sharper look to the 

tie. It is geared more to the cor-

porate donor. The cost of this tie 

is $500.00  When construction 

begins on the station and yard 

facility, these ties will be re-

corded and mapped so that the 

donors can find the tie easier  
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